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What Up with the Brothers? is an examination of African-American

masculinities in our times as seen through the scholarly efforts of

African-American thinkers. This book goes beyond old paths and

shifts the paradigm to ask questions that challenge the conventional

wisdom about the African-American male experience. Few stones

are left unturned as the book covers topics ranging from family, art,

employment, sexuality and masculinity as they relate to contempo-

rary African-American males.

Editors: Whitney Harris, Ph.D., is Executive Director of the Diversity and Multiculturalism office for the Minnesota State

Colleges and Universities system. Ronald T. Ferguson, Ph.D., is a sociology professor at Ridgewater College, Wilmar, MN. 

Advanced Praise

“Harris and Ferguson’s collection of essays … explores the construction of black masculinity historically

and in situ. This book would be an asset for courses on gender and masculinity and racial identity.”

— Roberta L. Coles, Associate Professor of Sociology, Marquette University and author of Race and
Family: A Structural Approach.

“Harris and Ferguson’s What’s Up with the Brothers? provides a comprehensive picture of Black

masculinities and the challenges that face and confront African-American men today. This book will be

an invaluable addition to students and academics in gender and cultural studies, social policy, education,

sociology, psychology, media, and other similar disciplines.”

— Richard G. Majors, Director, Applied Centre of Emotional Literacy Leadership and Research

(ACELLR) and co-author of Cool Pose and The American Black Male: His Present Status and Future.

“What’s Up with the Brothers? addresses the fact that the majority of scholarship on African-American

men is focused on their short-comings and absences as African-American men. This book turns that

corner and fills a significant gap in the literature on African-American men by focusing on their positive

contributions as African-American men.”

— Earl Smith, Professor of Sociology and holder of the Rubin Distinguished Professorship in American

Ethnic Studies, Wake Forest University and author of Race, Sport & the American Dream and African
American Families.

“What’s Up with the Brothers? reaches across the vast terrain of concerns for African-American men,

including employment, sports and recreation, and public representation, to illuminate the pitfalls and

possibilities associated with improving their situation.”

— Alford A. Young Jr., Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, Sociology and Center for Afroamerican and

African Studies, University of Michigan and author of The Minds of Marginalized Black Men.
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